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Investing in Forever

The right approach

In a city with one of the worst academic achievement gaps in
the nation Urban Ventures has one big goal—to prepare and
send every youth in a 25-block area to college or another
form of postsecondary education.

At the right times

With programs for every stage of life. Urban Ventures begins
supporting children before they’re even born through parenting
and prenatal classes, and continues that support through each
developmental stage including college scholarships and career
support.

In the right neighborhood

Serving one of Minneapolis’ most diverse and most under-
resourced neighborhoods for nearly 30 years, Urban
Ventures works hard to stand in the gap for a community
where nearly 50% of children grow up in poverty.

CRADLE
Systems of support for
newborns, young children,
and their parents.

FROM CRADLE TO CAREER

CLASSROOM
Programs to ensure kids stay
on track and meet academic

milestones.
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CAREER
Scholarships and training
to help young adults enter
rewarding careers.
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At a Glance

Outcomes from a challenging year

« More than doubled the number of women participating in
prenatal and early childhood classes

- Construction complete on Cornwell Early Learning
Center; will serve 84 children and their families when it
opens this September

« 22,493 hours of academic support through afterschool and
distance-learning programs

+ Doubled the number of students receiving literacy intervention

« 51full-need college scholarships granted

« 186 Act Six Scholars enrolled in colleges and universities

« 5,000+ hours of virtual programming provided for adults




PARTICIPANT FEATURE

Using Athletics To Teach Character

“You don’t win by being a good player. You win by being a good person, on and off the field.”

— COACH ALAN

In the shadow of the Fourth Avenue
bridge, nestled between a parking ramp
and the old railroad path, there is a
patch of grass where dreams grow.

Fabian arrives with his mother, ready

for another day of soccer practice at
Urban Ventures. He steps out under the
stadium-sized lights, ready to work, not
knowing that today he will get kicked off
the team.

Since its inception, Urban Ventures

has used athletics to connect with the
community. Thirty years ago, mentorship
took the form of basketball meetups at
a local park. Now Urban Ventures has a
campus with four basketball courts and
two soccer fields of its own, and with
them a chance to serve hundreds of
local youth.

Alan loves the way he can invest in kids
as a soccer coach. He understands that
true wins or losses aren’t measured by
the scoreboard, they're measured by
growth and development in each player.

Fabian has been working hard and his
on-field skills have been improving.

But off-field stress has resulted in

anger toward teammates and bullying
kids who are having a hard time. Alan
warned him that he needs to respect his
teammates or there won’t be a spot on
the team for him.

But the anger boils over again, and
Fabian shouts his frustration at another
teammate, calling him a loser. When
confronted, Fabian doubles-down, not
thinking it’s a big deal, insisting his
teammate should be better. It's the final
straw, and Fabian is kicked off the team.

As practice ends and parents gather
their kids, Fabian’s mother walks over to
Coach Alan. She is saddened, but not
surprised, to hear her son was kicked
off the team.

“| respect your decisions and | respect
your rules,” she said. But the burden

of trying to do what'’s best for your

child overtakes her. She admits, “He’s
always in trouble in school. | took him to
therapy. I've taken him to a lot of places
and people to try to help. He just can’t
control his emotions, he’s always getting
angry and fighting people. Somebody
told me to bring him here, because you
teach character. If he's kicked off the
team, | honestly don’'t know where to
take him anymore.”

Alan paused, weighing the good of
the team against the hope that maybe



Fabian could come around. Alan doesn’t

want to be another person giving up on
the young man.

“If I give him a second chance, | will ask
a lot of him. I'll push him even harder,”
Alan explains. Fabian’s mother agrees.

In the coach’s office, Fabian sits as Alan
ponders his return to the team. “Do you
think you’re a good player?” Alan asks.

“Oh yes,” Fabian replies, eager to prove
his value. “| have good skills, I'm the
fastest on the team, I'm stronger than
most of the players, and | score a lot of
goals.” He waits to see if that’s enough.

Alan pauses, “l don’t think you're a

good player.” Fabian’s eyes sink to the
floor as Alan continues. “You are fast
and you score goals. But to be a good
player you have to be a good leader. To
be a good player on the field you have
to be a good person off the field. That is
who your teammates want to follow.

“l want you to start helping your
teammates who don’t know how to
play. Don’t yell at them, teach them.
You need to work on controlling your
emotions. No more fights at school.
No more outbursts at home. It is only
hurting you.

“To be a good player you will need to
change a lot of things. Not about your
game, but about your attitude.”

“To be a good player you
will need to change a lot
of things. Not about your
game, but about your
attitude.”

Fabian sits silently, considering the cost
of rejoining the team. Alan pulls a trophy
down from the shelf and asks, “Do you

know what this is for?”
“No,” Fabian admits.

“This is from the USA Cup. Teams from
all around the world compete for this.
The team that won this trophy was full
of kids like you, but they had to change
their attitude.”

Fabian stares at the trophy. Alan
watches Fabian.

“If you aren’t willing to take the
challenge, there is no reason to let you
back on the team. But if you do what I'm
asking you to do, you're going to bring
me one of these trophies. What do you
think, Fabian? Can you help your team
bring home this trophy?”

“Yes,” Fabian replies.

A week later, Alan answers the phone
to hear Fabian’s mother crying. “l got a
letter from the school,” she says. “They
were writing to tell me that Fabian

has been an excellent student. He is
changing a lot, and they noticed. It is
the first time I've heard good news from
the school”

At practice, Fabian is an entirely
different player. When a teammate
messes up Fabian circles back and runs
the drill to help them understand. He
begins supporting and cheering on the
other players. Eventually, he is made

a captain on the team because he is
showing so much responsibility.

As Fabian’s attitude improves, so
does the team’s skill, just like Coach
Alan had said. When the tournament
arrives, the team full of young players
with little tournament experience
exceed expectations. They play

hard and they play well, with Fabian
continuing to encourage and support
his teammates throughout each game.
They advance to the final. 90 minutes
later they emerge the champions of the
tournament.

Celebrating afterward, the players take
turns holding the trophy for pictures.
Fabian waits, letting his teammates
revel in the victory. When it is his turn,
he doesn’t pose for a picture, he carries
the trophy to Alan.

“Here you go coach. Here’s the trophy
you asked for,” he says, beaming.

Alan smiles back and together they
smile for the camera.

Since the tournament, Fabian has
continued to improve both on-field

and off. Through soccer, the family has
accessed a full cradle-to-career pipeline
of support, with both Fabian and his
brother participating in multiple Urban
Ventures programs. Even mom is a part
of Urban Ventures programming for
parents.

Fabian’s story is an example of all the
pieces coming together. Programs to
connect with the community, families
who look for opportunity and support,
staff that tirelessly mentor, donors
that regularly invest, and a participant
working hard to grow.

Transformation is a difficult and complex
process, and Fabian is a reminder of
how beautiful it is when life change

occurs.



An Unexpected Year

2020 brought the compounding crises of a
pandemic and social outcry over the murder
of George Floyd, placing Urban Ventures at an
epicenter of struggle and adaptation.

“No one imagines this. It’s hard that we have to start all

over. But we can only continue forward.”

— MARIANA, LOCAL BUSINESS OWNER

January

January

Planning begins to renovate
the Center for Families and
Urban Youth Hub

February
COVID-19 pandemic
begins impacting the

nation

March
Urban Ventures begins adapting
programs to offer virtual and

socially distant opportunities

May
George Floyd is
murdered

Extensive damage
on Lake Street

Minneapolis businesses
partner for the Better
Together campaign,
raising money for small October
businesses on Lake Street
that were damaged

pandemic

September
hinte UV campus converted into
distanced-learning space
UV supporters gather to
Ap ril clean up Lake Street

Urban Ventures works
with local partners to
provide fresh hot meals

for families impacted by
pandemic and school

With grocery stores
destroyed, UV distributes
food twice a week

August

Urban Ventures distributes $5,000
grants to over 100 local small
businesses

Police Chief Arrandando holds a town

hall meeting at Urban Ventures

July Urban Ventures continues to innovate

and respond to community needs

Urban Ventures continues
providing creative alternatives
for programming amid the

Urban Ventures hosts a virtual
Fall Event, highlighting the
important work happening in

December

December

November
Construction is completed on
the Cornwell Early Learning
Center

New partnership with Loaves
& Fishes, providing healthy
meals for those in need and

Urban Ventures programs



PANDEMIC RESPONSE

Creative Changes to Programming

“It’s kind of like changing the tires while the car is moving,
because we can’t just stop serving our community.”

— KYLE, URBAN VENTURES PROGRAM SUPPORT MANAGER

SNAPSHOTS OF A PANDEMIC cOMMUNITY CRewy

Urban Ventures has long been a hub

of activity and connection for South Urban Ventures campus was
Minneapolis. Relationships are key to converted into a distance-learning
the work we do, and normally those center where students could

relationships are fostered by gathering receive academic support and
together. reliable access to the Internet to

attend classes virtually.
When COVID-19 halted our ability to

meet, the Urban Ventures staff had to Our prenatal class began meeting

get creative. Our program directors virtually, making it easier for
began rethinking how to best serve the expectant mothers to attend. This

community amid the circumstances. resulted in a 143% increase in

participation.
The forced innovation brought some

unexpected highlights to one of Our Reading Plus tutors traveled

the most challenging years. While to students’ homes, doing reading

we're excited to return to normal exercises while safely distanced
programming, we are also celebrating in their yards. This often meant
some of the hard-fought wins amid the siblings, and sometimes whole
pandemic. families, joined in the sessions.

the pandemlc



THE HARDEST YEAR

Pandemic Response

3,890

hours of distance-learning
support for students

53,951

pounds of food produced and
distributed by Urban Ventures Farm

44,491

meals provided for
families in need

+24%

increase in average
hours per program participant
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GEORGE FLOYD MURDER
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Civil Unrest—

circumstances.

grants to be used for repairs, restocking,

N | | Urban Ventures is not usually a crisis- or covering other costs.
< . L + response organization. Our strengths and
.4 . H our focus are on long-term, generational The Better Together campaign brought
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transformation. The steady and strategic

work of building a community to transform

a community.

But with rubble still smoldering, and
thousands of businesses damaged and
looted, it became clear that our constant
focus on community and relationships
put us in the perfect place to immediately

serve the community.

together business owners and supporters
from near and far, providing a tangible
way for people to respond to the

unexpected destruction.

It is by far the most difficult season in
Urban Ventures’ three decades. But it also
provided some of the richest opportunities

to serve our community.




BETTER TOGETHER

Helping Local Small Businesses

111

small businesses
received $5k grants

$724,265

given directly to
small businesses

97%

of assisted businesses were able to
reopen in 3 months or less

99%

of supported business are
BIPOC-owned




BETTER TOGETHER

Growing Partnerships
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FOUNDATION

114+

organizations that work with Urban Ventures

67+

Minnesota businesses that provided

MATTER |

www.Matter.ngo el Qe

crisis response through Urban Ventures “There is no doubt in my mind
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MATTER © that you will live up to every single
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3 % ‘w' ' & ="l ounce of potential that you have
| " " ¥ oo B right here. You got it. And, I'm

partner schools offering literacy intervention 5 2
through Urban Ventures proud to say, we’ve got you.

—MINNEAPOLIS MAYOR JACOB FREY

75+

participants in criminal diversion program
in partnership with City of Minneapolis
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Generations
of-Change

The Clemente family owns a business
on Lake Street. In the summer of 2020,
when anger became violence and
spread down Lake Street, their business
was among the hundreds damaged.

Urban Ventures was quick to offer
support in the form of small business
grants. For many businesses it was a
surprise, but for the Clementes it was
what they’ve come to expect after years

of participation in Urban Ventures.

A better life for our children. This is

the dream of nearly every parent. That
dream is what compelled Josefina to
move to the United States. But like so
many parents, she struggled to balance
the need to stay home and care for her
kids and the need to work to provide for
them.

The stress grew and rippled through the
family. The children began to struggle

in school, and the dream of a better life
seemed to be slipping away. Searching
for help and support, Josefina
discovered Urban Ventures.

“I saw the environment was
safe, the kids were fed, and they
got help with their homework.”

—JOSEFINA

Urban Ventures provided enough
support for the Clemente family to start
getting balanced again.

It wasn’t only the kids who received
support. Urban Ventures’ cradle-to-career
pipeline provides support for the entire
family. Franklin Bricefio, Director of the
Center for Families, explains the philoso-
phy. “It's important to believe in people.
We believe people want to be better par-
ents. We believe families want to provide
the best for the children.”

“We want to serve and we want
to support and we want to love.
And we want to do everything
we do in partnership with our
community.”

—FRANKLIN, DIRECTOR OF URBAN
VENTURES CENTER FOR FAMILIES

Josefina’s children are now adults. Each
of them was able to pursue a college
degree, becoming the first generation in
the family to do so. But the generational
changes are even greater than that.
Josefina’s granddaughter, Mia, is a third-
generation Urban Ventures participant.

There are families that really want to
make a change in the trajectory of their
family. They want to put in the hard work.
By partnering with Urban Ventures, there
is a better future for them.

Josefina dreamed that her children would
be able to go to college. To Mia, college
is more than a dream, it’s part of the plan.
‘| want to go to college to have a better
life,” she explains. But the impact is so
profound that it doesn’t stop with her.

Mia plans to pay it forward, “l want to be
a teacher to help other students have a
better life too.”

What began as a dream of a better

life has become a multi-generational
partnership with Urban Ventures.
Josefina sums it up, “Urban Ventures has
had a fundamental impact on my family.
My dreams have come true. The suffering
| went through, the obstacles, and the
adversities, it was all worth it. Knowing
that the future of my children is better,
and that my little granddaughter Mia has
a brighter future as well. It was worth
everything | went through. It means a
better future for my kids.”

With nearly 30 years of investment in
our community, we are welcoming third-
generation participants like Mia into our
cradle-to-career pipeline. When Mia is
grown and has children of her own, we

plan to be here to help if she needs us.




FINANCIALS

Fiscal Year 2020 at a Glance

A NOTE FROM CEO DAVE HAWN

FISCAL YEAR 2020* (7/1/19-6/30/20)

This year was a stark
reminder of two
important truths. First,
our city continues

to desperately need
organizations like Urban
Ventures that work to

improve neighborhoods
by establishing a long-lasting presence.

Second, the work we do would be
impossible if it wasn’t for the support of
people like you. You helped us feed the
hungry, mourn with the grieving, and pick up
the pieces of a broken community. Your help
enabled us to share hope, encouragement,
and support.

You have helped us do so much, but this
year highlighted how much more there is
to do. | am thankful for the generosity we
are experiencing, and | am asking you to
increase your investment in our community.
We need it now more than ever. Please
(continue to) help us.

With Gratitude, g;

Revenues:
Operating Revenue $3,737,565
Campaign Revenue 2,471,441
Emergency Response Revenue 1,061,153
Total Revenues $7,270,159
Expenses:
Operating Expense $3,691,262
Emergency Respone Expense 409,500
Depreciation 442,841
Total Expenses $4,543,603
Net Income $2,726,556

BALANCE SHEET (6/30/20)

Assets:
Cash and Cash Equivalents $3,576,577
Accounts Receivable 602,964
Pledges Receivable 3,604,302
Investments 1,483,256
Property, Buildings, Equipment 13,224,307
Total Assets $22,491,405

Liabilities and Net Assets:

Current and Long-term Liabilities $1,259,112
Unrestricted Net Assets 2,726,556
Restricted Net Assets 18,505,736
Total Liabilities and Net Assets m

e

*Numbers on this'page are a summary of our complete

annual financials:We always post our audited financials
and IRS-form 990-to our website as soon as they become
available.




A Special Thanks To:

Individuals and Families

Stephanie & Gabriella Abbott
Jill Wiseman Abdallah
Cindy Abeel

Jessica Ables

Faysal Abraham

Susan Abraham

Mary Abresch

Jessi Acker

Jason Ackerman

L and JK Adams

Larry Adams

Lee Adams

Mat Adams

Oyedele Adeyi

George and Maja Adolfson
Dean and Martha Adolph
David and Nanci Aeilts
Aleena Agrawal

Chris Ahles

Richard and Joan Ahmann
Jo Ahrens

Caitlin Albrecht

Theresa Aleckson

John Alexander

Sandi Alexander
Jennifer Allard

J.and Pam Allen

James Alme

Nathan Alsdurf

Andrea Altamirano
Roger Altman

Michael Amundson
Arlow Andersen

Brent Andersen

Joel Andersen

Anne Anderson

Bradley Anderson

Brady Anderson

Carla Anderson

Christina Anderson
Claudia Russ Anderson
Darrel Anderson

Debra Anderson

Erik Anderson

GM and JP Anderson
Jim Anderson

Jordan Anderson

Mark Anderson and Karen
Baumberger

Peter and Erica Anderson
Renee Anderson

Scott and Sarah Anderson
Shannon Anderson
Tessa Anderson

John Anderson

Monika Estrada Andino
Debra Andreas

Gary and Alicia Andren
Christian Ankrum

Kim Annicchiarico

Laura Antelman

Paul Antelman and Debbie
Fenhouse

Julie Antony

Debra Apuli

Laura Arellano

Milo, Jentine and Milo Arkema
Susan Armington

Mark and Diane Arnold
Jeanne Arnst

Melanie Arvila

Emily Arvola

Jeni Asaba

Madelyn Ashwell

Jill P. Audette

John and Patricia Augustine
Rachel Austin

Jennilee Autry

Lori Auxier

Catherine Avenson

Judd Axelson

Steven and DianeBaardson
Dale and Ruth Bachman
Dean Bachmeier

Rodney Bacon

Dan Munson and Kristin
Baden

Joe Baer

Louis Baheriy

Alan Bain

Jessica Baker

Patricia Ball

Kevin (KC) and Becca Ballard
John and Nanette Ballbach
Jeff Ballenthin

Matthew Ballenthin

Mark Baltes

Susan Banal

Isabella Bandettini
Frederick and Diane Banfield

Paul Banker

Derrick Banks

Heather Bantle

Taryn Barclay

Janice Bare

Matthew Bare

Collin Barker

Jasmine Barksdale
Dillon and Laura Barmore
Sheila Barmore

Martin Barnes

Sheralyn Barnes
Carolyn Barnisky

Cory Baron

Collin and Brenda Barr
Dominic Barranco
Roland Barrett
Spencer Barrett

Scott and Cyndi Barrington
F Ray Barriuso
Kenneth Barry

Joseph Barthel

James Bast

Faith Basten

Aliyah Basuil

Ben Bauch

Andrew Bauer

John Marilyn Beam
Jonathan Beattie
Kayleen Beccard
Aaron Becker

Adam Becker
Elizabeth Becker

Lee Becker

Terry and Laura Becker
Kersten Beckstrom
Kathryn Beckwith
Jarvis Bell

Robert and Pauline Benedict
Adam Benge

James Benhardus
Brittany Benish

Casey Benish

Barbara Benner
Madison Bennett
Burton and Joan Benson
Martha Benson

Frank and Kathi Berdan
Sherry Berde

David and Carol Berg
Jon Berg

Roger and Mary Berge
Linda Bergherr

Julie Berglund
Hannah Bergman
Richard Bergman
Gary and Helen Bergren
Cynthia Bergstrom
Barbara Berkeley
Aniko Berman

Mary Angela Bernhardt
Michael Berryman
Ashley Berube

Laurel Best

Matthew Best

Dayle Betlock

Gia Bhanji

Ashish Bhargava

Zach Bielinski

Mark Bierle

LeeAnn Bigler

John Bimey

David Birk

Briana Birkholz
Jennifer Biswas

Chris and Danielle Bjorling
Melissa Bjornson
Brittany Bjornstad
Kristin Bjornstad
Marilyn Blackwell
Kathy Blake

Mike Blanchard

Jane Blanco

Wheelock Whitney and
Kathleen Blatz

Dewayne Bloem
Christie Blood

Kevin and Debbie Bloss
Rebecca Blumenshine
Sybel Boardman
Kristina Boerger

Alison Boerner

Linda Bogaard

Matt Bogart

Michael Bohlke

Lonn Boles

Michael and Ali Bolland
Liz Bolsoni

Nancy Bonanno

Mary Bond

Abby Bonham

John Bonner

Michael Boo

Emily Boosalis

Janet L. Borchers
Kathleen Borgman

Dewi Bornt

Bernie and Lori Borschke
Stacey Bosacker
Carsten Bosselman
Janice Bostrom

Keith Boudreau

John Bowden

Mary Bowen-Eggebraaten
Brian Bowers

Bruce Boyce

Eric Boyes

Kyle Boyes

Larry and Kristi Boyes
Claire Boyle

Patricia Braasch
Kjersten Bradley

Teresa Brady

Kyle and Lenka Bragg
Doug Brandt

Emily Brandt

Tanner Brandt

John and Shannon Branstad
Ben and Laura Breidall
Patricia Brengman

Erik and Amy Brenna
Catherine Brennan

Dan and Lynn Brennan
Joseph Brennan

Jean Breuninger

Jade Brimeyer

Ross Brinkman

Kenny and Kari Bristol
Diane Broberg

Marilyn Broberg

Michael Broshat

Helen Brosnahan

Jack and Elaine Brouillard
Alex Brown

Anthony and Sarah Brown
Caitlin Brown

Carol Brown

Dave and Lori Brown
Karen Brown

Vanessa Brown-McGuire
Dana Bruce

Eugene Brunette
Michael Bryant

Kelly Buck

Mary Buckley

Matthew Buechel
Robert Buechler
Daniel Buendo

James Buffo

Gregory and Barb Buhl
Lauren Bullard

Robyn Bunnell

Justin and AnnalLisa Buol
Danata Bureac

John Burgart

Robert Burke

Dwight Burkhardt

Cole and Tate Burnett
Danielle Burnett
Kathleen Burnett

Tim Burnett

Kenneth Burns

Mycah Burns

Robert Burns

TJ Burns

Harold and Renee Burrows
Barbara Burwell

Corey and Heather Busch
Melissa Buseth

Josh Bush

Claire Busulttil

Jean Buteyn

Sophia Butler

Thomas Butler

Danae Bye

Donald Cable

Mario Guevara Cadenas
Sarah Cady

Ciara Cagemoe
Stephanie Cahill

Ruth Calaman

Lora Caldwell
Elizabeth Campbell
James and Carmen Campbell
Ed and Judy Cannon
Erica Cantoni

Andrew Carey

Mark and Kathy Carey
Matthew Carey
Michael Carland

Carol Carlson

David O. Carlson
Jennifer Carlson
Joanne Carlson

Melinda Carlson
Marilyn Carlson Nelson
Seth Carlton

Thomas Carrington
Morgan Carr-Markell
Jacquelyn Carry
Caitlin Carter

David Carver

Jennifer Cary

Jeff Cassady

Chris and Mary Castaneda
Kandis Caston
Christian Caswell

Mary Catherine

Jenna Cavanaugh
Mary Chaffee

Francis and Hilary Chang
Gwen Chapman

Anna Charpentier

Joel Chesin

David and Mary Choate
Jerome Choromanski
Vanthana Chounlamountry
Marissa Chow

Andrew and Darci
Christensen

Catherine Christensen
Mary Jo Christensen
Sarah Christensen
Lorne Christenson
Jacquelyn Christianson
Lisa Christianson
Midge Christianson
Kathryn Chun
Margaret Chun

Ron and Kathy Circle
Betty Clark

Brent Clark

Tim and Tara Clark
Stephen Clemens
Julie Clement

Teresa Cleveland

Barb Clifton

Sarah Clowes

Sarah Coan

Gillian Cobb

Paula Coffey

Cole Kids

Emily Cole

Gayle Cole

Morgan Cole

Robert and Patti Cole
Jordan Collins

Patricia Collins

Cheryl Colter

Nathan and Beth Coltvet
Jeff Conger

Anne Kelley Conklin
Alison Conlin

Mark Conlon

Sara Connally

Rick and Janene Connelly
Hanna Connor

Sean and Esther Connor
Jack Conrad

Don and Anita Constable
William Cook

Aaron Cooke

Joyce Cooke

Stacey Cooke

Jon and Kaitlyn Cookle
Lisa Corman

Daniel Cormier

Heather and Wendy Cornwell
Ron and Joan Cornwell
Ted Cornwell

Fritz and Glenda Corrigan
Fernando Cortez

Ikela Cosey

Molly Cosgrove

Brett Coup

Elise Courtemanche
Dave Cowley

Dale and Diane Cox
Matthew Cox

Sherry Cramer

Russell Cranston
Margaret Craven

Paula Craw

Megan Crawford

Jacob Wild Crea

Nancy Cremer

Norm Creveling

Casey Crisp

Tom and Ann Crist

Mary Croft

Joe and Joan Cronin
Nancy Cronin

Caleb Crossley

Carlo Cuesta

Iris Cumberbatch

Gregg Cummings

John and Sarah Cunningham
Renae Cunningham
Rob, Nicole and William
Cunningham

Lisa Curtis

Sean Cushing

Patrick and Vivian Dagnault
Melissa Dahl

Tim Dahl

Sally Dahlstrom

Dennis and Janet Daley
Darin Dalida

Laura Daly

Jeff Daniels

Kate Daniels

Kurt Danielson
Christopher Danner
Lance Dardis

Valerie Dare

Douglas Davidson
Josie Davis

Karen Davis

Monica Davis

Susan Davis

Virginia Davis

Edward and Sherry Ann
Dayton

Judy Dayton

Nicole Deal

Pete and Anne Deanovic
Andrea Debevec

Joel and Vicki Decker
Samantha Decker

Cy and Paula DeCosse
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A veteran lost in Afghanistan

Remembering “Skip”

We honor and remember our
longtime Board Member Edwin
“Skip” Gage, who we lost in
2020. He loved and cared for
our community deeply. His
investment at UV is a legacy that
will continue to change lives for
years to come.




“Growing up in this neighborhood you didn’t expect support like this to be here. It was big

for me to find somebody who cared, who would offer a listening ear.”

Boa rd Of DireCtorS — DAVID, URBAN VENTURES PARTICIPANT
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THANK YOU

THANKS FROM
AN URBAN
VENTURES
PARTICIPANT

At the end of the year, we received this
letter from a participant. She is a mother
of three, and the entire family is in Urban
Ventures programs.

We hope it is a reminder for you, as it
was for us, of how transformative your
support can be, and how much of a
difference you make by investing in the
many programs Urban Ventures offers.

You are a valuable part of the Urban
Ventures family. We share in the
struggles and the accolades alike. Thank
you for helping families like this one
during such a difficult year.
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From my family to Urban Ventures,

Nine months ago, the life that we all
knew changed drastically, first with

the pandemic and then, sadly, with

the looting and destruction in our
community. It has brought all of us to
a new reality. A reality that forced us
to start over, not only in our homes but
also outside of them: to adapt, to face
ourselves and confront new fears, new

challenges, new ways of living.

Fortunately for my family, like for many
others, we have the unconditional
support and help of this great
organization called Urban Ventures.
Thanks to them, many families have
survived this crisis.

Thanks to the values that guide Urban
Ventures, they are always willing to

help everyone, no matter their ethnicity,
nationality, creed, or color. All who work
and serve at Urban Ventures form a big
family, a concept that is of the utmost
importance to them.

The Urban Ventures family is made up

of very special people, who are always
willing to give. They bring their very best
when they serve and care for the well-
being of children and families - families
like mine.

The Urban Ventures family always
welcomes us with open arms. They
counsel us, care for us, and are always
ready to extend a hand when we need it
most. Our concerns are their concerns.
We can trust in them because we know
that they will always be there to support
us and help us find solutions to our
SOrrows.

Sadly, we find ourselves so busy
adapting to this new way of life that we
forget to thank and recognize those
people who make the difference during
these times of crisis. People like the
Urban Ventures family.

| don’t want today to be just another day
with its worries and troubles. | just want
to have the opportunity to thank all of
you for being there for our community,
for my family.

There are no words sufficient to thank
you who always give and never take.

Thank you, Urban Ventures, for making
-- in this world, in these times, out of
this crisis -- a better place for children,
families, and the community.

On behalf of my family, | am grateful

for your support, your generosity, your
unconditional help, and | thank God

for having the fortune to know this
marvelous family called Urban Ventures.

Sincerely,
Georgina

We add our thanks Georgina’s. Her
words capture what we strive to be
as an organization and we could

not do it without you.

Your support is what makes

it possible for us to continue

supporting families in South

Minneapolis.
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