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Dear Friend of Urban Ventures,

I cordially invite you to join me in sponsoring Urban Ventures’ Rooted event on 

Thursday, November 3. 

Rooted is your invitation to take action against the violence, racial strife, and 

dividedness plaguing our city. It is an evening to unite behind a solution that’s 

working. It is an opportunity to tell the families of Urban Ventures that their 

stories matter and that they are worth fighting for. Our unwavering commitment 

to transform lives and improve communities grows from the deep-seeded roots 

stemming from the heart of urban neighborhoods.

One of the Twin Cities’ premier and high-profile annual benefits, the Urban 

Ventures’ Fall Event continues to draw nearly 1,000 distinguished guests each 

year. Nowhere else do leaders in the business, philanthropic, academic, and 

political communities come together to transform our communities in need. 

Singer/songwriter Sheila Raye Charles will keynote the event with her music and 

inspirational testimony.

Thank you for your consideration. I have included sponsorship and supplemental 

information for your review. Please let me know if we can count on your support. 

It will be a memorable evening leading to lasting change.

Dave Hawn

CEO, Urban Ventures

11.03.16
U R B A N  V E N T U R E S ’  FA L L  E V E N T



3

WHY SUPPORT  
URBAN VENTURES?

          We see a city without urban poverty

Twenty-four years ago, Urban Ventures planted roots into one of the worst 
corners in Minneapolis—a stretch of Lake Street known as “Crack Alley.” 

Nowhere in the city was there a heavier concentration of violence, 
addiction, and prostitution. Nowhere else were more kids dropping out 
of school and more single mothers left to lead families without fathers. 

Today, we are still on that same corner, and we are winning. “Crack Alley” 
has been replaced by a city on a mission—thousands of neighbors and 
community partners going all in together, building a better future for 
their community from the inside out. 

Approach & Impact:

While only nominally increasing our budget, together with our strategic 
partners, we have increased the number of participants we serve three-fold, 
now reaching 15,000 per year. Your partnership is critical to meet the needs 
of the thousands we serve each year.

/// Since 2010, 861 jobs have been procured, 
returning $25M in wages to the community. 

/// Our social enterprises employ 25  
adults and teens from our programs.

/// 95% of Urban Ventures families report 
significantly improved relationship skills.

/// This year, 31 urban leaders received full-need        
scholarships to four partner universities.

/// 70% of Urban Ventures youth outperform 
their peers in K-8 reading comprehension.

/// This year, our food program will grow       
45,000 pounds of healthy produce.
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SPONSORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES

PRESENTING SPONSOR
Two tables of 10 at the main event - Premium Location* /// Inside cover ad in the event 

program /// Verbal recognition from the stage /// Recognition on all event-day signage and visuals 

/// Recognition in all electronic communication /// Recognition in all news releases and pre-event 

advertisements /// 10 tickets to VIP reception /// Listing on event website /// *Option to add 

Leadership Team member and UV participant to your table

ROOTED SPONSOR
Two tables of 10 at the main event - Premium Location* /// Full size ad in the event program 

/// Recognition on all event-day signage and visuals /// Four tickets to VIP reception /// Listing 

on event website /// *Option to add Leadership Team member and UV participant to your table

EVENT SPONSOR
One table of 10 at the main event /// Half-page ad in the event program /// Visual recognition 

at the event /// Two tickets to VIP reception /// Listing on event website

TABLE SPONSOR
One table of 10 at the main event /// Recognition in the event program /// Listing on event website
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One of the Twin Cities’ premier, high-profile benefits, Urban Ventures’ Fall Event continues to draw 

nearly 1,000 distinguished guests each year. Nowhere else do leaders from the business, philanthropic, 

academic, and political arenas come together to enable transformation in urban communities. Singer/

songwriter Sheila Raye Charles will keynote the evening with her own distinct sound while delivering 

her intensely inspiring message of hope and love.

Thursday, November 3, 2016

6:00 - 8:30 pm

Colin Powell Leadership Center

2924 Fourth Avenue South

Minneapolis, MN 55408

This event is for people who want to see urban communities transformed into thriving, vibrant 

neighborhoods.

Rooted is your invitation to take action against the violence, racial strife, and dividedness plaguing our 

city. It is an evening to unite behind a solution that’s working. It is an opportunity to tell the families of 

Urban Ventures that their stories matter and that they are worth fighting for. 

Visit urbanventures.org/rooted for more information.

Sponsor the event. Sponsorships are available at various levels. Invite your friends and tell others about 

the work that Urban Ventures is doing to transform lives and build families.  For more information 

contact Andrew Lonsbury at andrewlonsbury@urbanventures.org or 612.545.9880.

FACT  
SHEET
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FREQUENTLY  
ASKED QUESTIONS

What is Urban Ventures? /// Urban Ventures directs 12 transformational 

programs from the heart of South Minneapolis. Urban Ventures is creating 

a city without urban poverty by empowering individuals and strengthening 

families to transform urban communities.

Where is Urban Ventures located? /// Urban Ventures’ campus spans nine 

buildings across four city blocks. Our corporate office is located at 

2924 Fourth Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55408.

Can I volunteer or get involved? /// Absolutely! Urban Ventures welcomes 

individual and group volunteers. Please visit urbanventures.org or email 

volunteers@urbanventures.org for more information.

What are the goals for Rooted? /// Rooted will raise funds, generate 

awareness, and celebrate Urban Ventures’ accomplishments by engaging 

champions and ambassadors of our organization.

How much are tickets to the event? /// Individual tickets are $250 each.

Tables of 10 are $2,500 each. Special pricing is available for nonprofit 

community partners.

Are donations tax-deductible? /// Yes, Urban Ventures is a 501(c)(3)  

organization; approximately $200 per ticket is tax-deductible.

R O O T E D
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As a talented singer/songwriter, she has found her voice in acoustic jazz and R&B 

with lyrics that deliver the personal journey of her own life and her relationship 

with her legendary father, Ray Charles. She inspires her audiences with stories 

of her life challenges of drug addiction and recovery, her spiritual journey, and 

personal growth, while at the same time delivering meaty, life-affirming music.

SPECIAL 
GUEST

SHEILA RAYE CHARLES


